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ADMINISTRATION 
 
DR. IVORY NELSON (University President, 7th Year) 
 
 Dr. Ivory Nelson, who recently announced his retirement, was appointed 
Central Washington University's 11th president in Jan., 1992. 
 Nelson, 64, a 34-year veteran of leadership at every level of higher 
education - research universities, four-year schools and two-year schools - 
headed the five-campus Alamo Community College District in San Antonio, Tex., 
for the previous six years before becoming CWU's president. 
 Nelson earned his Ph.D. in analytical chemistry at the University of 
Kansas.  His undergraduate degree in secondary education and chemistry is from 
Grambling State. 
 He took the helm of the San Antonio community college district in 1986 and 
guided it through several severe state budget cutbacks. 
 Prior to 1986, Nelson worked 18 years as an administrative leader and 
chemistry professor in the Texas A&M university system.  He served three years 
as executive assistant to the chancellor of that four-university system, as well 
as one year as acting president of Prairie View A&M. 
 Nelson also served as vice-president for research and special programs and 
as assistant dean of academic affairs at Prairie View. 
 During the 1960s he worked as a chemistry professor and chairman of the 
division of natural sciences at Southern University, Shreveport, La., and as a 
chemistry professor at Southern University, Baton Rouge, La. 
 Inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa honor society at the University of 
Kansas, Nelson won a Fulbright lectureship in chemistry to the Universidad 
Autonomous de Guadalajara in 1966.  He received a DuPont teaching fellowship at 
the University of Kansas in 1962. 
 Author of numerous publications on analytical chemistry and on the role of 
university research, teaching and public service, he has been active in 
professional and community projects and organizations. 
 Nelson and his wife, Dr. Patricia Nelson, have four grown children.    
Mirkovich is a 1993 baseball and four in tennis. He was Timberline's MVP and was 
a first team all-league pitcher and    second team all-league utility player. 
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